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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 56 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

————
NO MILITARY SOLUTION TO IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, one
of the truest statements about the oc-
cupation of Iraq was uttered by one of
our own generals.

The commander of U.S. troops in
Iraq, General David Petraeus, said that
there is no military solution in Iraq. In
his own words, and I quote him, ‘““There
is no military solution to a problem
like that in Iraq, to the insurgency of
Iraq.”

I ask all of us, Is this another case of
the President not listening to his top
brass? When is he going to learn that,
despite the brave and courageous ef-
forts of our men and women in uni-
form, we cannot bomb, we cannot shoot
our way to peace in Iraq?

General Petraeus even said that we
should be refocusing our diplomatic ef-
forts in and around Iraq, saying that
talks should include, and I quote him
again, ‘‘some of those who have felt the
new Iraq did not have a place for
them.”

I applaud him for his candor. He sees
what is going on on the ground. He
knows that the current approach is
just not working.

The men and women under his com-
mand have given so much for this mis-
guided occupation. They went in with-
out armor they mneeded for their
Humvees and even for their own bodily
protection. They went in looking for
weapons of mass destruction that did
not work out too well. They went in to
accomplish a mission that was not
clearly defined, and there was no exit
plan. How can we ask our troops to
continue down this road?

The Bush administration, as we have
seen in the reports about Walter Reed,
has even failed our troops when they
come home. Shame on the President.
Shame on Veterans Affairs Secretary
Nicholson. This is not the way to care
for those who have given so very much.

The American people know what to
do, even if lawmakers are slow to act.
Overwhelming numbers in poll after
poll say that we need to bring our
troops home and end this disastrous
foray into foreign policy. And we just
don’t need the polls to tell us that.
Look at the calls, look at the letters,
look at the e-mails that come into our
offices. People are demanding that the
White House wake up to reality and
put an end to this mission, a mission
that was not accomplished.

The best way to honor the legacy of
those who have given their lives in this
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occupation is to bring our troops home
and work with the international com-
munity to strengthen and promote se-
curity in Iraq. It is the mandate from
the American people, and it is the
Congress’s moral obligation.

————
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THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. PRICE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I want to thank you for the
opportunity, and I am pleased to have
yielded to my good friend earlier and
think that she brings into perspective
some of the differences that we have in
this Chamber that I would like to chat
about for a little bit this afternoon.

It is a great privilege to come to the
floor of the House and to present an-
other edition of the Official Truth
Squad. One of the goals that we have
on our side of the aisle is to bring some
light, bring some truth to the discus-
sions that we have here on the floor of
the House, so important if we are going
to be making decisions, when we make
decisions, on behalf of the American
people.

I represent the Sixth District of
Georgia, which is a wonderful district,
all northern portion of suburban At-
lanta. And from the very youngest to
the very oldest, they give me great en-
thusiasm, and I am heartened by the
opportunity to represent that district.
It is one of the districts that has one of
the greatest amounts of interest in and
numbers of individuals who desire ap-
pointment to our Nation’s military
academies.

One of the privileges of being a Mem-
ber of Congress is the opportunity to
nominate individuals who avail them-
selves of the opportunity and have cer-
tain accomplishments at their young
age to be able to be considered for ap-
pointments to military academies.
Most of us get somewhere between four
and eight individuals appointed to
military academies each year; I was
privileged last year to get over 25 peo-
ple from my district appointed to the
United States military academies.

When I was given the opportunity to
call those folks who had been ap-
pointed, I asked my staff to put to-
gether the list, and I thought I would
kind of be able to knock that out in
about 1 to 1¥%2 hours, calling those 25 or
so folks who had reached an incredible
accomplishment in their life. And I
started down that list, and the first
call was an extremely emotional call,
very moving, because this individual
had worked his entire life to be able to
have the opportunity to serve his Na-
tion.

And so by the end of that phone call,
which lasted about 10 minutes, he was
crying and I was crying; and we were
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all celebrating his wonderful accom-
plishment. And I moved on to the next
call, and it was basically a repeat of
that first one, and I realized that it was
going to take a long time to be able to
make those wonderfully exciting and
accomplishment calls. And I recognized
that there are young men and women
across this Nation who recognize and
appreciate the value of service and the
importance of making certain that
there are members all across our soci-
ety who stand up to serve, who stand
up and appreciate the beauty and the
wonder and the awe that is the United
States of America. And they are proud
to serve; they are proud to be able to
attend one of our military academies
and make that kind of commitment.

At another end of the spectrum, I
have also some advisory councils in my
district, different members of our com-
munity who get together and assist me
in making sure that I am formulating
the kinds of proposals and policies that
are consistent with that wonderful
Sixth District of Georgia; and recently
we met.

One of the groups I have is a military
and veterans group that gets together
and provides information to make cer-
tain that we are addressing the kinds
of issues that are of concern to mili-
tary and veterans, members in the
Sixth District and across the Nation.
These are true heroes. They are folks
kind of at the other end of the spec-
trum from those young men and
women who have volunteered to attend
military academies. But these are men
and women who have served and who
recognize the commitment that it
takes and recognize the importance of
this Congress, of this Nation stating
clearly, through both word and deed,
that they respect and appreciate the
kind of service of our military men and
women.

And those folks told me recently,
they said, Congressman PRICE, we are a
little perplexed, we are a little con-
cerned by what we hear coming out of
Washington. Again, these are heroes of
a past time for our United States, con-
tinued heroes, but they are concerned
because they believe that the informa-
tion that is being put forward and the
policies that are being promoted by the
new majority party here in Washington
as it relates to our Nation’s security
are troubling to them and threaten
truly our very existence as a Nation.

I would suggest, Madam Speaker,
that the most recent proposal as it re-
lates to our war on terror as a Nation,
is a proposal that has been coined and
termed ‘‘slow bleed,”” slow bleed in
terms of our efforts in Iraq. It kind of
gives you just chills thinking about
that term, doesn’t it, Madam Speaker?
The slow bleed policy that has been put
forward by Members on the other side
of the aisle, they are very troubled by
this at home; and I am very troubled
by it. And that is what the Official
Truth Squad, part of our purpose is
trying to bring light and truth to the
debate as it goes on here in Wash-
ington.
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